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great house of Orsini She was now thirty-four, and had been
for eighteen years married to Paolo Giordano Orsini, Prince,
of Bracciano, the head of the most powerful family in Rome,
a race who for generations had made and unmade popes and
intermarried with kings, and who possessed fortresses and do-
mains all over Italy. The tragedy in which Isabella's life
terminated is that connected with Vittoria Accoramboni, the
four persons who all lost their lives in it being Francesco
Peretti (Vittoria's husband), Vittoria herself, Paolo Giordano
Orsini, and Isabella de' Medici.

Vittoria Accoramboni, young, beautiful, vain, and ambi
tious, had captivated Orsini, who, indolent, pleasure-seekingj
and no longer young, cared nothing for the wife whom he left
to live in Florence while he spent his time in Rome. Vittoria,
fired with the ambition of being the Princess of Bracciano,
practically told Orsini, who was infatuated with her, that he
must kill her husband and his own wife, and marry her. He, as
head of the house of Orsini, with absolute powers of life and
death over all members of his family, saw no difficulty, and
proceeded to carry out her injunctions, by first putting to
death Isabella, and then, as soon as opportunity offered, by
similarly disposing of Peretti.

Isabella, who had some suspicion of danger to herself, had
written to Catherine de' Medici begging her to affoid her an
asylum, as nowhere in Italy could she be safe from the "far-
reaching power of Orsini; and Catherine had replied agreeing
to do so, and had made arrangements to receive her; but it
was too late. On the i6th July, Isabella, already horror-
stricken at her young sister-in-law's sudden death a few days
before, and made still more uneasy by her husband's unex-
pected and mysterious arrival at Florence, accompanied him
by his request to their villa of Cerreto Guidi, near Empoli.
She went with great misgivings, which she confided on the way
thither to her friend, Lucrezia Frescobaldi, whom she took
with her. When they retired after supper to their own apart-
ments for the night, her husband Orsini, while pretending to